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Aichi Biodiversity Targets

Strategic

Goal   A
 Address the underlying causes of biodiversity loss by mainstreaming biodiversity across govern
 ment and society

Strategic Goal B: Reduce the direct pressures on biodiversity and promote sustainable use

Target 3

Target 4
By 2020, at the latest, Governments, business and stakeholders at all levels have taken steps to achieve or 

have implemented plans for sustainable production and consumption and have kept the impacts of use of 

natural resources well within safe ecological limits.

By 2020, at the latest, incentives, including subsidies, harmful to biodiversity are eliminated, phased out or 

reformed in order to minimize or avoid negative impacts, and positive incentives for the conservation and 

sustainable use of biodiversity are developed and applied, consistent and in harmony with the Convention 

and other relevant international obligations, taking into account national socio economic conditions. 

Target 1

Target 2
By 2020, at the latest, biodiversity values have been integrated into national and local development and 

poverty reduction strategies and planning processes and are being incorporated into national accounting, as 

appropriate, and reporting systems.

By 2020, at the latest, people are aware of the values of biodiversity and the steps they can take to conserve 

and use it sustainably. 

Target 7

Target 8
By 2020, pollution, including from excess nutrients, has been brought to levels that are not detrimental to 

ecosystem function and biodiversity.

By 2020 areas under agriculture, aquaculture and forestry are managed sustainably, ensuring conservation 

of biodiversity.

Target 5

Target 6

By 2020 all fish and invertebrate stocks and aquatic plants are managed and harvested sustainably, legally 

and applying ecosystem based approaches, so that overfishing is avoided, recovery plans and measures are 

in place for all depleted species, fisheries have no significant adverse impacts on threatened species and vul-

nerable ecosystems and the impacts of fisheries on stocks, species and ecosystems are within safe ecological 

limits.

By 2020, the rate of loss of all natural habitats, including forests, is at least halved and where feasible 

brought close to zero, and degradation and fragmentation is significantly reduced. 

Target 9

Target 10 By 2015, the multiple anthropogenic pressures on coral reefs, and other vulnerable ecosystems impacted by 

climate change or ocean acidification are minimized, so as to maintain their integrity and functioning. 

By 2020, invasive alien species and pathways are identified and prioritized, priority species are controlled or 

eradicated, and measures are in place to manage pathways to prevent their introduction and establishment.

Strategic

Goal   B
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 To improve the status of biodiversity by safeguarding ecosystems, species and genetic diversity

 Enhance implementation through participatory planning, knowledge management and capacity  
 building

 Enhance the benefits to all from biodiversity and ecosystem services

Target 13

By 2020, the genetic diversity of cultivated plants and farmed and domesticated animals and of wild rela-

tives, including other socio-economically as well as culturally valuable species, is maintained, and strategies 

have been developed and implemented for minimizing genetic erosion and safeguarding their genetic diver-

sity.

Target 11

Target 12
By 2020 the extinction of known threatened species has been prevented and their conservation status, par-

ticularly of those most in decline, has been improved and sustained.

By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland water, and 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, 

especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services, are conserved through 

effectively and equitably managed, ecologically representative and well connected systems of protected 

areas and other effective area-based conservation measures, and integrated into the wider landscapes and 

seascapes.

Target 16
By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits 

Arising from their Utilization is in force and operational, consistent with national legislation.

Target 14

Target 15
By 2020, ecosystem resilience and the contribution of biodiversity to carbon stocks has been enhanced, 

through conservation and restoration, including restoration of at least 15 per cent of degraded ecosystems, 

thereby contributing to climate change mitigation and adaptation and to combating desertification.

By 2020, ecosystems that provide essential services, including services related to water, and contribute to 

health, livelihoods and well-being, are restored and safeguarded, taking into account the needs of women, 

indigenous and local communities, and the poor and vulnerable.

Target 19

Target 20

By 2020, at the latest, the mobilization of financial resources for effectively implementing the Strategic Plan 

for Biodiversity 2011-2020 from all sources, and in accordance with the consolidated and agreed process in 

the Strategy for Resource Mobilization, should increase substantially from the current levels. This target will 

be subject to changes contingent to resource needs assessments to be developed and reported by Parties.

By 2020, knowledge, the science base and technologies relating to biodiversity, its values, functioning, status 

and trends, and the consequences of its loss, are improved, widely shared and transferred, and applied.

Target 17

Target 18

By 2020, the traditional knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities relevant 

for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and their customary use of biological resources, 

are respected, subject to national legislation and relevant international obligations, and fully integrated and 

reflected in the implementation of the Convention with the full and effective participation of indigenous and 

local communities, at all relevant levels.

By 2015 each Party has developed, adopted as a policy instrument, and has commenced implementing an 

effective, participatory and updated national biodiversity strategy and action plan.

Strategic

Goal   C

Strategic

Goal   D

Strategic

Goal   E
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10th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran, 1971)

“Healthy wetlands, healthy people”
Changwon, Republic of Korea,
28 October-4 November 2008

Resolution X.31
Enhancing biodiversity in rice paddies as wetland systems

1. RECOGNIZING that rice is grown in at least 114 countries worldwide and, as the staple diet for over half the world’s population, 

has contributed to about 20% of the total calorie supply in the world;

2. AWARE of recent concern over global food supplies and costs and the need for increasing food production, and ALSO AWARE 

that Resolution X.23 on Wetlands and human health and well-being highlights the interdependencies between human health, 

food security, poverty reduction and sustainable wetland management and calls for Contracting Parties to “strengthen col-

laboration and seek new partnerships between the sectors concerned with wetland conservation, water, health, food security 

and poverty reduction”;

3. RECOGNIZING that rice paddies (flooded and irrigated fields in which rice is grown), a typical agricultural landscape for a sig-

nificant proportion of world rice cultivation, have provided large areas of open water for centuries in regions with a variety of 

rice-growing cultures, and, in addition to producing rice, also provide other animal and/or plant food sources and medicinal 

plants, thus acting as wetland systems and helping to sustain livelihoods and human well-being in these regions;

4. NOTING that rice paddies in many parts of the world support important wetland biodiversity, such as reptiles, amphibians, fish, 

crustaceans, insects and molluscs, and play a significant role in waterbird flyways and the conservation of waterbird popula-

tions;

5. FURTHER RECOGNIZING that aquatic biodiversity associated with rice paddies can make an important contribution to the nu-

trition, health and well-being of rural populations;

6. RECOGNIZING ALSO that in some particular regions, it is important that irrigated rice paddies remain connected to surrounding 

natural/semi-natural habitat, in particular to wetlands, for the sake of biodiversity;

7. RECALLING that “rice fields” are included in the Ramsar Classification System for Wetland Type as a human-made wetland 

(“Type 3 Irrigated land; includes irrigation channels and rice fields”) and thus, where appropriate, may be designated as, or 

included in, Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar sites), and that at least 100 designated Ramsar sites around the 

world include rice field habitats that play important ecological roles and support a range of biodiversity, including supporting 

internationally important populations of breeding and non-breeding resident and migratory waterbirds;

8. NOTING that some sites associated with rice paddies are or could be included in the Globally Important Agricultural Heritage 

Systems (GIAHS) Programme, which was initiated by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and

   promotes the dynamic conservation of areas important for indigenous techniques and cultural and biodiversity values, and 

RECOGNIZING that such sites could provide examples of wetland wise use;

9. CONCERNED about current and potential threats to the role of rice paddies as sustainable wetland systems, as well as about 

the potential and current impacts to the surrounding environment, caused by factors such as inappropriate agricultural prac-

tices relating to water management and change of natural flow, as well as introduction of new taxa, including invasive alien 

species, use of high levels of harmful agricultural chemicals, and the impact of inappropriate conversion of rice paddies to 

other land uses;

10. NOTING that some water management approaches, such as flooding of rice paddies when they are not in use for rice produc-

tion, have been adopted in order to provide suitable habitat for some fauna, including migratory waterbirds, and to control 

weeds and pest insects;

11. ALSO CONCERNED that inappropriate conversion of wetland to paddy field may have potential negative impacts on local bio-

diversity and related ecosystem services, and AFFIRMING that this Resolution is not to be used to justify conversion of existing 

natural wetlands into human-made wetlands, nor to justify inappropriate conversion of land to human-made wetlands;

12. ALSO AFFIRMING that the focus of this Resolution is specifically on the maintenance and enhancement of the ecological and 

cultural role and value of appropriate rice paddies as wetland systems, consistent and in harmony with the Convention, inter-

nationally agreed development goals, and other relevant international obligations;

52



13. RECALLING that Resolution VIII.34 (2002) highlighted, inter alia, the importance of ensuring that agricultural practices are 

compatible with wetland conservation objectives and that sustainable agriculture supports some important wetland ecosys-

tems, and AWARE of the work currently being undertaken in response to Resolution VIII.34 by the Scientific and Technical Re-

view Panel (STRP) and the Guidance on Agriculture-Wetlands Interactions (GAWI) initiative with the FAO, Wageningen Univer-

sity and Research Centre, the International Water Management Institute (IWMI), Wetland Action, and Wetlands International, 

including the preparation of a framework for guidance related to interactions between wetlands and agriculture; and

14. NOTING that information and products related to rice paddy farming are available through the work and publications of the 

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) on agriculture and biodiversity, including agri-biodiversity

   indicators; that information on wetland, water and rice farming is available in the Comprehensive Assessment of Water Man-

agement in Agriculture (CA); and that the analyses of distribution and representativeness of Ramsar wetland types, currently 

being undertaken by the IWMI for the STRP, include, inter alia, rice paddies as human-made

    wetlands;

THE CONFERENCE OF THE CONTRACTING PARTIES

15. ENCOURAGES Contracting Parties to promote further research on flora, fauna and ecological functions in rice paddies and 

on the cultures that have evolved within ricefarming communities that have maintained the ecological value of rice paddies as 

wetland systems, in order to identify sustainable rice paddy farming practices that reinforce wetland conservation objectives 

and provide ecosystem services such as groundwater recharge, climate moderation, flood and erosion control, landslide pre-

vention, provision of plant and or animal food resources and medicinal plants, and the conservation of biodiversity;

16. INVITES Contracting Parties to consider offering recognition and/or protection to such sites through, for example, their des-

ignation as Wetlands of International Importance and through mechanisms such as the FAO Globally Important Agricultural 

Heritage Systems Programme, and FURTHER INVITES Contracting Parties to disseminate and exchange information on these 

practices and sites amongst governments, farmers and conservation agencies, in order to support improvement of sustainable 

rice farming practices and water management;

17. ENCOURAGES Contracting Parties to:

i) identify challenges and opportunities associated with managing rice paddies as wetland systems in the context of the wise use 

of wetlands, also paying attention to the concept of connectivity between rice paddies, natural wetlands and river basins,

   as well as to the promotion of sustainable agricultural practices, and furthermore to encourage conservation authorities to 

collaborate with agriculture authorities and those agencies responsible for rice production and disease prevention to identify 

and actively promote planning, farming practices, and water management in rice paddies that serve to enhance the natural 

biodiversity, ecosystem services, and sustainability of rice paddies, while also contributing to improved nutrition, health and 

well-being of farming household members and surrounding community members and to the conservation of waterbird popu-

lations;

ii) ensure that such planning, farming practices, and water management are implemented wherever applicable, making appro-

priate use of the Ramsar guidance on wetlands and river basin management adopted in COP10 Resolution X.19 so as

   to ensure that river basin processes and possible upstream and downstream effects of rice paddy farming are considered, 

while being conscious of the need for food production and the interests of local communities;

iii) ensure that planning, farming practices, and water management associated with rice paddies do not lead to loss of existing 

natural biodiversity and ecosystem services through inappropriate conversion of natural wetlands or other habitats to human-

made wetlands; and

iv) consistent with the measures identified above, seek appropriate environmentally sustainable ways of minimising risks to hu-

man health associated with waterbornediseases, disease vectors (including Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza), and excessive 

and inappropriate use of agricultural chemicals in rice paddies; and

18. REQUESTS the Scientific and Technical Review Panel, working with other interested organizations, to:

i) prepare a technical report on the role of rice paddy in supporting the conservation of wetland biodiversity and the delivery of 

wetland ecosystem services, taking into account differences in the ways in which rice fields are managed, considering also the

    work of the GAWI partnership; and 

ii) review, disseminate, and exchange available guidance and information related to rice paddy planning, management practices 

and training on sustainable rice farming that protect or enhance wetland biodiversity and ecosystem services while also sup-

porting essential food production, in collaboration especially with FAO, IWMI, the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), 

the Africa Rice Centre (WARDA), the GAWI partnership, and others.
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CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
Tenth meeting

Nagoya, Japan, 18-29 October 2010
Agenda item 6.1

DECISION ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION 
ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AT ITS TENTH MEETING

X/34. Agricultural biodiversity

The Conference of the Parties
1. Stresses the importance of agricultural biodiversity for food security and nutrition, especially in the face of climate change and 

limited natural resources as recognized by the Rome Declaration of the 2009 World Summit on Food Security;1

2. Notes with appreciation the ongoing work of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and its Commission 

on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture on the implementation of the agricultural biodiversity programme of work and 

the three international initiatives, on soil biodiversity, pollinators and biodiversity for food and nutrition, and welcomes the 

Strategic Plan for the period 2010-2017 for the implementation of the multi-year programme of work approved at the twelfth 

regular session of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture in 2009, 2 and, in this context, welcomes the 

planned periodic publication of the State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture, and on their different genetic re-

sources components, which will provide a solid technical base for the development of action plans, and welcomes in particular 

the publication of the second State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture report, which will provide 

a solid technical base for the further development of the global plan of action on plant genetic resources, as well as the adop-

tion of the funding strategy for the implementation of the Global Plan of Action on Animal Genetic Resources, and invites Par-

ties, and other Governments, to take into account the inter-disciplinary and inter-sectoral nature of these publications in their 

implementation of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity;

3. Invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and its Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Ag-

riculture, for areas within its mandate, to contribute to the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 by 

refining targets for agricultural biodiversity, including at the ecosystem and genetic resources levels, and monitoring progress 

towards them using indicators;

4. Welcomes, and notes the importance of, the joint work plan between the secretariats of the Convention on Biological Diver-

sity and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and its Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and 

Agriculture contained in the annex to the note by the Executive Secretary on the follow-up to requests contained in its decision 

IX/1 prepared for the fourteenth meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice,3 its impor-

tant contribution to the achievement of Millennium Development Goals 1 and 7, and the opportunities to further enhance the 

joint work plan in accordance with relevant matters arising from the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, including con-

sideration of matters in relation to targets and indicators of relevance to the programme of work, and relevant matters arising 

from the Strategic Plan 2010-2017 for the implementation of the multi-year programme of work of the Commission on Genetic 

Resources for Food and Agriculture;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary and invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and its Commission 

on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture to work together in their design of the second phase of their joint work plan 

covering at least until 2017 focusing on refinements required as a result of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets of the Strategic Plan 

for Biodiversity 2011-2020, but also considering, as necessary, inter alia:

(a) Underutilized crops, wild relatives of cultivated plants and other potential food sources, to improve human nutrition, to ad-

dress the impacts of climate change and other pressures as well as to contribute to food security;

(b) On-farm, in situ and ex situ conservation of agricultural biodiversity; in accordance with decision IX/1 of the Conference of the 

Parties;

(c) Relevant aspects of access and benefit sharing consistent with relevant provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity, 

including as subject to the outcomes of the negotiation on the international regime on access and benefit sharing under the 

convention, as well as within the context of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, taking into ac-

count existing cooperation between the two secretariats consistent with resolution 18/2009 of the Conference of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;
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(d) A review of the trends on the extent of patents and other intellectual property rights, such as plant variety protection, applied 

for and granted over plant, animal and microbial genetic resources, including relevant forest and pasture and rangeland genetic 

resources, as identified by the Global Assessments of Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture of the Food and Agriculture Orga-

nization of the United Nations, including the impacts of such property rights on local and indigenous communities, and small-

scale farmers in developing countries, bearing in mind action item VI.1 of the Strategic Plan 2010-2017 for the implementation 

of the multi-year programme of work approved at the twelfth regular session of the Commission on Genetic Resources for 

Food and Agriculture of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. This review should include, where appro-

priate, the impact on food security when genetic resources are patented or intellectual property rights are acquired for other 

sectors such as the pharmaceutical, cosmetic and other types of industries;

(e) Potential actions to promote sustainable biodiversity-related agricultural practices that contribute to biodiversity as well as 

ecosystem based carbon sequestration of soils and to conserve and restore organic carbon in soil and biomass;

(f) Ways and means to promote the positive and minimize or avoid the negative impacts of biofuel production and use on biodi-

versity and impacts on biodiversity that affect related socioeconomic conditions, bearing in mind decisions IX/2 and X/37, and 

any other relevant decisions of the Conference of the Parties;

(g) Ways and means to strengthen cooperation to:

(i) Obtain and consider the views of farmers’ and producers’ organizations and the views of indigenous and local communities; 

and

(ii) Facilitate their effective participation in the deliberations of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Di-

versity and of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and its Commission on Genetic Resources for Food 

and Agriculture and their contributions to the implementation of the work of these bodies, as appropriate;

(h) A strengthened process to identify, indicate and disseminate information to relevant focal points of the Convention on Bio-

logical Diversity and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and its Commission on Genetic Resources for 

Food and Agriculture regarding matters of common interest;

(i) Strengthening approaches which promote the sustainability of agricultural systems and landscapes such as, but not limited to, 

the Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 

consistent with the Convention on Biological Diversity and other relevant international obligations;

(j) Promoting opportunities for sustainable increases in agricultural productivity, including through maintaining and/or restoring 

the functioning of agro-ecosystems, the biodiversity within them and the services they deliver, building on, inter alia, available 

synergies between sustainable agriculture and biodiversity including the conservation and sustainable use of genetic resources;

(k) Promoting public awareness of the importance of agricultural biodiversity and its relationship to advancing food security, in 

the context of production oriented agro-ecosystems, at the global, regional, national and local levels;

(l) The relevant findings and recommendations of the International Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge, Science and Technol-

ogy for Development4 and their implementation, as appropriate; and

(m) Further exploring possibilities for actions, where necessary, to rehabilitate agricultural ecosystems and landscapes and re-

store their socio-economic functions on land where agriculture has declined, or ceased, and where the land was degraded as a 

result, with the full and effective participation of indigenous and local communities, where appropriate;

6. Recognizes the importance of the processes led by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, such as imple-

mentation of the Global Plan of Action on Animal Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture5 and updating of the Global Plan 

of Action for the Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture,6 which contrib-

ute directly to achieving the three objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity, in crop and livestock sectors;

7. Invites Parties to incorporate, as appropriate, relevant elements of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity into 

their national biodiversity strategy and action plans as well as into their relevant sectoral and inter-sectoral policies and plans;

8. Invites Parties and other Governments to take action, taking into account national circumstances, to support, among others, 

farmers in in-situ conservation of traditional and local varieties, races and breeds and efforts to conserve crop wild relatives as 

means to ensure food security and nutrition and support traditional lifestyles, consistent and in harmony with the Convention 

on Biological Diversity and relevant international obligations;

9. Requests the Executive Secretary to strengthen collaboration with the Secretariat of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 

Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) to improve collaboration in the implementation of the programme of work on 

agricultural biodiversity and the Treaty, as appropriate;
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10. Invites the national focal points of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Re-

sources for Food and Agriculture to enhance their collaboration;

11. Invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to provide an expanded progress report on the imple-

mentation of the International Initiative on Soil Biodiversity (in addition to information already submitted in the progress 

report of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations on selected activities related to agricultural biodiversity 

circulated at the fourteenth meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice7) to the Executive 

Secretary for dissemination through the clearing-house mechanism;

12. Recognizes the importance of agricultural biodiversity and scientific, informal and traditional knowledge systems to the 

achievement of the objectives of the Convention, especially with regards to agricultural biodiversity, and recognizes the lead 

role of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in supporting the implementation of the programme of 

work on agricultural biodiversity as well as related traditional knowledge systems, while also recognizing the important contri-

butions and roles of other partners in this regard, including those of indigenous and local communities;

13. Noting the excellent progress made in collaboration between the Executive Secretary and the Food and Agriculture Organiza-

tion of the United Nations, and that there is considerable benefit from further enhanced cooperation, requests the Executive 

Secretary and invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to strengthen their cooperation and invites 

Parties and other Governments to consider, as appropriate and feasible, providing further support to facilitate such enhanced 

cooperation;

14. Recognizes the continuing problems of nutrient loading caused by some agricultural practices, as noted in the in-depth 

review of the programme of work on inland water ecosystems,8 invites Parties and other Governments, in accordance with 

paragraph 40 of decision IX/1 of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, to further enhance 

action on reducing nutrient loading caused by some agricultural practices and to provide further information to the Executive 

Secretary on the progress made, and requests the Executive Secretary to collate this information and to disseminate it through 

the clearing-house mechanism and other relevant means;

15. Notes the inter-connections between agricultural ecosystems and other ecosystems, particularly through land and water use 

activities, and invites Parties to consider the need for strengthened harmony between implementation of relevant elements 

of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity and other programmes of work of the Convention, consistent with the 

ecosystem approach, including at national and, where appropriate, regional levels;

16. Expresses its appreciation to Bioversity International for seconding a staff member to assist the Executive Secretary, in par-

ticular regarding, inter alia, agricultural biodiversity and sustainable use;

17. Notes the importance of the issue of sustainable use of biodiversity to the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity 

and invites Parties and requests the Executive Secretary to ensure coherence between the programme of work on agricultural 

biodiversity and Article 10 of the Convention, on sustainable use, noting decision IX/1 paragraph 32, of the Conference of the 

Parties, relating to agriculture and the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the Sustainable Use of Biodiversity;

18. Requests the Executive Secretary and invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and Bioversity In-

ternational, together with other relevant partners, including indigenous and local communities, subject to available resources, 

to provide further information on the nature of sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity and sustainable agriculture, includ-

ing building upon information contained in the information note submitted by Bioversity International to the fourteenth meet-

ing of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice;9

19. Welcomes resolution X.31 of the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, 

Iran, 1971) on the subject “Enhancing biodiversity in rice paddies as wetland systems”, which notes, inter alia, the culture 

of rice in 114 countries worldwide, that rice paddies (flooded and irrigated fields in which rice is grown) have provided large 

areas of open water for centuries and that they support a high level of rice associated biodiversity important for sustaining 

rice-paddy ecosystems, as well as providing many other ecosystem services, recognizes the relevance of this resolution to the 

implementation of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity and invites relevant Parties, as appropriate, to fully 

implement this resolution;

20. Recognizes also the importance of agro-ecosystems, in particular rice-paddy and oasis systems, for the conservation and sus-

tainable use of biodiversity, and invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, subject to resources, and 

in consultation with the Executive Secretary and relevant partners, including indigenous and local communities, to undertake 

further studies on the valuation of the biodiversity and ecosystem services provided by agricultural ecosystems, in order to 

further support policy-relevant guidance to Parties for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its eleventh meeting, 

consistent and in harmony with the Convention on Biological Diversity and other relevant international obligations.


