
Background
Modernization of rice paddy agriculture in Japan gave priority to profitability, efficiency and other factors that 
led to habitat degradation that affected many rice paddy dwelling creatures and caused biodiversity loss. 

In 2008, at the 10th Conference of the Parties to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar COP10) 
in Korea, rice paddies were recognised not only for their role in producing food, but also in supporting 
important wetland ecosystems that serve as habitat for many living things and contribute to the conservation 
of waterbird populations. Ramsar COP10 adopted the Resolution X.31 that encourages Parties to actively 
promote the planning, practices and management in rice paddies needed to enhance rice paddy biodiversity. 
This is the “Ramsar Rice Paddy Resolution.” 

In 2010, the 10th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD/COP10) held in 
Nagoya City, Aichi Prefecture, Japan, adopted a decision that invites its Contracting Parties to fully implement 
the Ramsar Rice Paddy Resolution. 

This same CBD/COP10 in Nagoya also adopted the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, which all Contracting Parties 
have a responsibility to pursue in order to address ongoing biodiversity loss. Together with the Ramsar 
Rice Paddy resolution, these decisions constitute an international obligation for Contracting Parties to take 
positive action to enhance rice paddy biodiversity. 

Associated with the Aichi Biodiversity Targets is a global framework, the United Nations Decade on 
Biodiversity (UNDB), which reinforces these targets’ implementation. In suggesting the UNDB concept to 
the UN through the CBD, the intent of Ramsar Network Japan (RNJ) and other NGOs was to reinforce Target 
implementation by widening the field beyond the scope of the Convention.

RiceBED Project for the Implementation of Aichi Biodiversity Targets
The “Rice-paddy Biodiversity Enhancement Decade” (RiceBED) Project was initiated by RNJ to implement 
the UNDB and Aichi Biodiversity Targets in relation to rice paddies. The RiceBED Project provides a platform 
for awareness-raising and participation in a wide variety of activities focused on enhancing rice paddy 
biodiversity. The project is linked closely with other national frameworks for raising awareness and achieving 
UNDB and Aichi Biodiversity Target goals on the national and citizen level, for example the “Japan Committee 
for UNDB” set up by the government and the “Double 20 Campaign” set up by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Japan Committee. [The Flow Chart on pages 7 - 8 explains the project’s past 
and present links.]

Main Concepts, from "Action Plan for the RiceBED Project" (2013)
1. For the implementation of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets and Rice Paddy 

Resolution, this Plan aims to achieve their goals giving top priority to site-
based activities carried out on the local government and citizen levels. 

2. As the Aichi Biodiversity Targets encompass the content of the Rice 
Paddy Resolution, this Plan is designed to conform to the itemized 
categories of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. 

3. Rice paddy targets with the purpose of enhancing rice paddy biodiversity 
have been drawn up with reference to Aichi Biodiversity Targets. [The 
table of 18 Rice Paddy Targets on page 11 shows these links.]

4. Implementation of this project is to be effected by local governments, 
citizens’ organizations and individuals who agree with its purpose 
and have some connection with actual rice paddies. [Concrete actions 
proposed by the project for each target are shown on pages 9and 10.]

5. The final year for achievement of this project is 2020, the same as for UNDB.

Case Studies
About ninety actions have been registered as part of the RiceBED project: 
We chose eight typical actions reported by various participants including 
farmers, civil society groups, local government, private sector, etc.
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