
Case Study 3 
Yato Satoyama Plan (Chiba Prefecture)
Registered Participant Name:
 NPO Balance 21, Yato Satoyama Plan
Type of organization: Citizens group
Relevant Aichi Targets (Rice Paddy Targets) : 1, 7, 8, 14 (1, 7, 8,13)

“Restoration of ‘Douyatsu’ in the Wakaba district of Chiba City”

The NPO Balance 21 launched this project in 2012 with the 
cooperation of Chiba City’s office of nature conservation 
measures. As the “Douyatsu” area in the city’s upper drainage 
basin had been designated as a protected area by the city in 
2011, it had managed to escape large-scale change, but its 
agricultural fields and forests were in a bad state.

If this area could be restored to its former state, it would be 
reborn as a valuable asset to the city. About 20,000 Chiba 
City citizens live in an apartment complex nearby. The NPO 
Balance 21 and the Yato Satoyama Plan were set up to 
effect the restoration of the Douyatsu area.

Our main activities are rice agriculture, reforestation on 
reservoir pond slopes, and wildlife surveys, and include 
related events.

Rice is grown organically using winter-flooding and non-
cultivation techniques, essential if the power of living things is 
to be harnessed to grow rice. Non-cultivation is appropriate 
for our project in which work is carried out by hand. About 
690 kilograms of unpolished rice was produced on 30 ares 
of rice paddy land, with events for sowing seeds, planting 
seedlings, harvesting and making “o-mochi” rice cakes.

At the top end of the area is “Douyatsu Pond,” which has 
been repaired with simple methods. Formerly the site 
of a small but constant emerging spring, its surface has 
expanded and it provides pleasant scenery, with wild lilies 
growing on the repaired banks. Forestation of this slope and 
construction of a walking trail are presently under way.

Surveys are being carried out with the participation of 
the Monitoring Sites 1000 Project and others, and results 
are reflected in the project and event planning, and have 
identified the presence of Japanese fireflies, a variety of 
wildflowers and Japanese Brown Frog spawning.

Activity participants include about 550 members of the NPO, 
and events attract citizens living nearby totaling 150 persons.

Although restoration of Douyatsu has just begun, compared 
with how it was in 2011, it now looks like a completely 
different place. However, unless we keep up with our 
project, it will soon revert to how it was in 2011. We hope to 
deepen our knowledge of the site and, with the cooperation 
of local residents, continue restoring Douyatsu.

Case Study 4 
Ohgata Village (Akita Prefecture)
Registered Participant Name: Ohgata Village Office
Type of organization: Local government
Relevant Aichi Targets (Rice Paddy Targets) : 1, 2, 3, 11, 12, 20
( 1,2,4,11,12,18 )

Ohgata Village was newly created when Japan’s second 
largest brackish water body, Hachiro-gata, was reclaimed 
about 50 years ago. Agricultural fields, mostly rice paddies, 
occupy 75% of the village’s land. The soil is fertile, and 
organic farming projects initiated here in the 1980s became 
part of a subsequent major trend. In 2001, the “21st Century 
Ohgata Village Ecological Agriculture Declaration” was 
adopted with the participation of about half the village’s 
farming households, and ecological agriculture continues to 
be promoted here.

Sunlight falling on nutrient-rich rice paddies gives rise to 
phytoplankton, which in turn support zooplankton, fish fry, 
aquatic insects and other small creatures, which attract wild 
birds and so on, creating a rich ecosystem. Ohgata, which 
started out as an artificial environment, has been reborn as 
a new “wetland-type satoyama environment.”

Every year the village holds events for watching living things 
in rice paddies  with the cooperation of village residents. 
Children join in and observe the aquatic organisms, fish, 
amphibians, etc. in the organic rice paddies, seeing what 
kind of creatures live in what kind of paddies. Although most 
village children come from farming households, they do not 
often get out in to the paddies and touch the living things 
there. These events have become extremely popular with 
families from in and outside the village. Comparisons with 
past observations clearly reveal changes in rice-paddy species 
composition. For example, during the last few years there 
have been fewer Crucian carp fry but more Koi (carp) fry.

Some of the creatures seen as a matter of course in Ohgata 
village have disappeared from other areas.  Endangered 
species listed in RDB of Ministry of Environment have also 
been recorded, and yearly observations show that Ohgata’s 
environmental farming methods are supporting a great 
many living things.

Our village economy is supported by rice agriculture, and 
through these biological surveys we are also learning 
about rice paddies’ importance for the environment and 
biodiversity. Our duties are to keep hold of our links to 
future generations by nurturing and maintaining this natural 
environment, promote co-survival of nature and agriculture 
(wise use) and attempt to create a sustainable village.
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