Metwork of Life and Lives by the Water

Ramsar Network Japan

A petition to conserve internationally important wetlands

of the Nakdong River Estuary.
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To the Honorable President Moon Jae-in
Cc; the Honorable Minister of Environment Han Jeoung-ae
the Chief of Nakdong River Basin Environmental Office Lee Ho-jung
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I am writing you to ask for the conservation of wetlands of the Nakdong River Estuary, which is
threatened by the Busan Metropolitan Government's plan to build the Daejeo Bridge.
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As you know well, Nakdong Estuary is not only South Korea's representative wetland but also a
wetland of international importance. It is one of the Flyway Network Sites of the East
Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP) which regularly support endangered species such as
the Spoon-billed Sandpiper, the Nordmann's Greenshank, the Chinese Egret, and the Peregrine Falcon.
Therefore, the unwise use of wetland here and the resulting loss of habitat directly leads to the loss of
global biodiversity.
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In particular, I would like to express great concern about the fact that Busan Metropolitan City’s
scheduled routes of the Daejeo Bridge and the Eomgung Bridge pass through the core habitats of
Whopper Swans wintering at the Nakdong River Estuary. The Whooper Swan, protected by the South
Korean government as a protected species, is one the largest waterbirds which need a wide and stable
habitat. Habitat loss and fragmentation due to new bridge and road construction is one of the most
direct causes of biodiversity loss. Their survival continues to be threatened as a result of unwise use of
wetlands, and continued degradation of natural habitats eventually leads to the Covid-19 pandemic and
the climate crisis, which in turn threatens the future of humankind.
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In the situation, I sincerely hope that South Korea should set a best example in conservation and wise
use of wetland as one of the host countries of the Ramsar Convention and the Convention on
Biological Diversity(CBD) in the recent past. The wise decision of South Korean government will
help lead the global community toward more sustainable world. Please show me your leadership in
conserving natural habitats for endangered wildlife species which deserve praise and admiration from
international community.
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May your good health be preserved and happiness remains with you.
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Name (signature) Mitsuhiro NAGAI
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